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Alligator
Alligators are large meat eating reptiles that spend most of their lives in water.

Habitat – Alligators live in swamps, marshes, canals and lakes in the southeastern part of the United States of America. They are also found in China.
Size – There are two types of alligator. The American alligator grows to 3.5 metres long and weighs 270 kilos. The Chinese alligator is smaller and grows to 1.8 metres.
Appearance – Alligators have a greenish black scaly skin, a long tail and a long jaw with 80 sharp teeth.
Diet – Adult alligators eat birds, fish, turtles, other reptiles and mammals. They hunt mainly at night.
Young - Female alligators lay their eggs in large nests made of rotting leaves. The rotting leaves keep the eggs warm. The young alligators hatch from the eggs after 9 weeks. The babies grunt to tell their mothers to carry them to water.
Interesting fact – Alligators swallow their food whole.
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